B

orking one room at a time, it
took Scott Kavsen, forty-eight,
and his wife, Julie Chavez,
tforty-tour, four years to fix up their 100-
year-old bungalow in Elizabeth. By 2009,
the interior was in great shape, but some
thing was still missing. A previous owner
had tacked on a den that made accessing
the backyard a chore and left the exterior
feeling unfinished. “The house didn't
really have a connection to the backyard,
so we didn’t use it much,” says Julie. “The
mosquitoes can get kind of nasty from late
spring into fall,” says Scott, “so we wanted
a bug-free outdoor area.”

Luckily for the pair of finance profession
als, the architect who helped with the inte-
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PN No easy access to the backyard; a
rear exterior that looked unfinished
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ror renovation, architect Peter Tart, also
happened to live across the street. With his

help and the design talents of Laura Casev
of Laura Casey Interiors, LLC, the couple
added a 144-square-foot screened-in porch
that makes the backyard more accessible
and cleans up the rear fagade. “The house is
very traditional, but we have a more mod-
ern aesthetic and he did a great job of meld-
ing the two,” says Julic.

Since the project was completed last year,
the couple and their two-vear-old son enjoy
easier access to the yard and more usable
space for entertaining. “The den sits right
oft the kitchen,” says Julie, “soif vou're in
there cooking, vou still feel like you're part
of the party on the porch.” Bl
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