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Mix IT U P

How to blend different patterns,
textures, and styles with ease and flalr

Exclusive Guide to

Charlotte's Furniture Di_§j:ric_:_
+ Throw a Great Beer Tasting Bash!' - _
+ Get the Look: Secrets to Designing 5 t mm ,,;r
+ Soup's On! The No-hassle Way to E  Eas |
+ Tips from Landscaping Pros



OUTSIDESEERE Box

Designer Laura Casey took on the
challenge of transforming a century-
old bungalow into a modern abode

BY JILL WALDBIESER
PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHRIS EDWARDS
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CLEAR AND PRESENT

This pame: Previous resovalions (o
the house tacked on a back ponch
nd EhEn ancloded |

den-f FACE s

Casey grovped Lutite-and-sheel
Chairg around 3 wood tabie to
balance the Greek key-patterned
upholsterad pleces # bk
Eround

ORANGE COUNTY

Opposite: Newutral colors and
nalyral fibery ke Merida sisal FUgs
g natus sl weave thades allow
the reading recom’s vibrant orange
lagther chairs and a painting by
Tim ‘Weldon {0 hecome what
Casey calls “the mas evertt” in

the raam

After working for some of Manharran’s
top Jl:sigl‘. firms and running her own suc
cessful interiors business in Charlotte for
vears. Laura Casey was no stranger to chal

lenging projects. But when a client who loved
color and partern contacted her in the fall of
2009 about renovating a 1oo-vear-old home

in the Elizabeth neighborhood. the tradi

tional-leaning designer knew she was going
to have 1o think outside the bunga

“They came to me because they wanted

(1S

to tind a designer who could appreciate the
architeeture af that stvle home. bur could
.||~:--;Lpp|'n'|;zlr their individual ~;|:.h', which
was more eclectic and modern.” savs Casey
“That was a step out of the box for me. |t
pushed myv design acsthetic, and that made i
fun and exciting,”

Betore they could address dec though
they had o sort out the space. The 1911

bungalow had two front- facing parlor-siyle

rooms that were never used, ~ e was |'-.|~.i¢_||"!
a no-man s land.” savs Casey. “They didn't
kivorw sehiar 1o do with that space.” After
I.il.'lk‘l'll'lllllllg.[ hosy the Gamily liked o speind
their downtime. Casey repurposed the two
(e g rOGIms 1Nk a formal but comilortable
living room and a maore casual family |..-;|.LI|||:.;
room. The new spaces are complementan
m look as well as funcrion, with a consistent
palette of colors and materials. and twin
wood - burming f-:.l'q.':|"|.1|.'-."~ Casey played up

the symmetry by hanging picces of art above

each manre

“Ohne ol the |_'g.5-f|i\ for N Was |||'||,|i||:|_: the

balance for the house,” ¢ asey says, "] had
T x‘:t"\i:_LI'l cach room with the other in mind
so that there was harmony and a fow, " 1 he
homeswners |-L'l'i.»:‘|'|I--,'."||-.1r',,l1'|\‘| patrtern and
their extensive art collection, made this

tal

one Casey enjoyed. She stuck with lighter

a bigger-than-usual ¢ enge, bur it was
shades (and used only low- VOC paint) on
the walls, so ot wouldn't “feel nx.:1".'.t||-||r]|||?_-
trom a color perspective,” and made a neutral
backdrop for some of the more dematic art

'-.'-411'|-C To :IL‘IJ color 'l.‘.'l1|||l||[ |_‘|-_'||';'|.,'[':||:I_:| |.1n1|';
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the art or makmyg the room oo bus
Casey alternated solids and parterns
in the same color family and limieed
statement-making pieces w one or
v !'.'l‘ll"i'll'l

I the reading room, for exampl,
a pane ob orange leather armehairs
and a matching omoman coordinace
well with the livi Ty rowsm's baldly

1
patterned sola, helping to

tain a visual consistency and o
"H "-.ill:_bl solid and nor too mnch
print made for g nice transition
Casey savs. " You don't want 1o go
from o patrern o another heavy
patterin. This wav, it's broken up a
litele b

|:.i|||'ll.' Wik _II‘--\." HILR EELAS '.'|||l.'||
teme to furnashing the space
Because it was an older home. the
FEsTh= WOTC T CIOerIimasLls : '1.|: LY
Casev, "1 didn't wanr to overcrowed
and overpopulate rooms with fur
It I|':.|I 'r--'-l,.i-_; :_'.._'I i 1_!||' L% 0 L
I wanted o keep ir as open and
clean and fresh I;.'-.'|||::L_', 15 | could,
Lighrer el g pieces that had mor

wive space than hefe helped

iy

achivve this: open glass shelving, a
pair of bular steel frame chairs. a
simple wood coffee table with an
X -shaped meral base. Lueite-and

mietal seats i the diming arca, and

lots of airy. crystal chandeliers

[ howme seands oot in Casev's
portfolio of more raaditional ineri
ors. and not just visually. 1t's also a
shinng example of what she's always
telling clients: “The trick is to push
'.|I|I"\.'|I-'=-|i_:_‘ JEEY Ot af vour |_|l|'||:n'l
sone. [ on't be atraid, | Kperiment,

explore, and have fun witl i

Fi



